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Each of the German veilroad brigades serving with Soviet trains includes 
three engineer-firenen, two treinnen and cne car supervisor, and contreis 
one locomotive and one caboose. The brigedes are commanded Sy 4 Soviet 
engineer with the renk of mijcr, whe is assisted by a captain and 4 
lieutenant, The cemmander hes the right to impose fines and give short 
prison sentences; mcre sertmis offcrses suggesting sabotage, however, arc 
handled. by the Soviet tilitary Courts. Hembers of the brigades receive 
adequate food raticns and wegiss 


Until April 1947 the railroad brigades were shadowed by the MVD while in 
Soviet territory, tut the practice was discontinued due to # shertege of -VD 
personnel, Upon entering Soviet territory, tke brigades are stil! 76. shed 
for propaganda material. 


The Rugelan population hes dicplaysc a reluctence to talk to members of tha 
German railroad brigades for tear cf repr-sale ‘$f found out. by the border 
police or the MVD. 


According to source, most reilrosd transports to the USSR follow the route 
¥rankfuct/Oder-Pozmin-Warsay aid then brench off to Kovel, Brest-Li tovsir 
and Pialystok. Few trensports use tie northern route vie Firchau (P 54/5219} 
insterb.ing (R55/V55),, as the lines in this regioa are being used to trenstor 
Jkrainica: fomilies to East Frusesie. Sovict transports also do not use the 
southern route vig Gileaia-Kracow-Lwow because of Ukreinian recistance 
sroups operating in this saree ; 


Theater be ay 


Unloading and relocding et border 2nd collecting points 1s cone exclusively 
by forced labor uuder the supervision of cuerds. In Lososns (8%4,/B85) the 
loading is done by Russian woren whe worked in Germany during the war. In 
Bialyssek, Brest-Litovsk and Kovel, German PWs and eivilien prisoners (alse 
protibly German) are used te seloat: the goods onto Russian gauge e#re. 


Source clains thet 4 great mmber of the stations along the Folisa-Soviet 

porder are jammed trith trains loadec with disnantled industrial e:nipmont. 

The second track totween Czeroncha ($53/G52) end Brest-Litovsk, a stretch. 

of 55 kilometers, °s entirely taken up by similarly loaded cars Left there 

over a year ago, ll along the ra‘irond Line Bialystok-Grodno industrial 

equipmant hos beer stored in che open cowstry. 
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